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Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Eighty-fifth Report — 
Consideration of the 2021–22 budget estimates — Motion 

Resumed from 19 October on the following motion moved by Hon Peter Collier — 
That the report be noted. 

Hon PIERRE YANG: It is with pleasure that I continue my remarks on the eighty-fifth report of the Standing 
Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations, Consideration of the 2021–22 budget estimates. We have heard 
contributions from various members earlier today during the motion brought forward by Hon Wilson Tucker. During 
the contributions, the debate inevitably turned its focus to the government’s financial and economic management. 
I think all Labor members can stand tall and proud for all of this government’s achievements in turning around the 
economy, the worst on record, that we inherited back in 2017 from the then Liberal–National government. It could 
not manage the economy. We took it over and applied diligent fiscal discipline to turn things around. I am particularly 
proud of the fact that this government saved the day—yet those on the other side think all these things would have 
happened naturally. Let us not forget that they had a mining boom and they wasted it. 
I want to say that this government is looking at many ways to improve Western Australia’s economic composition 
so that we are not solely reliant on one or two major mining products—by that I mean iron ore. We have seen the 
government supporting other industries, including the renewable hydrogen industry, which I want to focus my 
contribution on today. 
On page 8 of the committee’s report in table 2 under the heading “Climate Action Fund special purpose account” is 
a line for renewable hydrogen initiatives. In 2017, when this government took over from the Liberal–National Party, 
we looked at ways to improve the economy and its structural issues. One of the things the government did was 
commission a report, the Renewable hydrogen strategy, which was released in July 2019. An amount of $28 million 
was allocated and the achievements of the $28 million from the previous four years of the McGowan Labor 
government is as follows: $10.7 million for capital works for four renewable hydrogen projects in Newman, 
Karratha, Denham and Jandakot; $1.6 million to support feasibility studies on seven renewable hydrogen projects; 
$5 million committed to run a second round of the WA renewable hydrogen fund; and $8.3 million allocated 
for studies and a regulatory system to support a growing industry to help deliver the strategy, including supply 
chain analysis and the identification of storage locations and studies to enable hydrogen blending in the distributed 
gas network. 
Hydrogen energy is the ultimate green and renewable energy. For those who are interested in making sure that 
this planet can stay healthy and we can have concrete, substantive action on climate change, we have to invest in 
new energy sources such as hydrogen energy. As we know, hydrogen atoms have a chemical reaction with oxygen 
atoms and that process produces electricity and water. There is no waste. It does not produce any toxins and it 
does not cause the earth’s temperature to increase. That is the ultimate renewable energy that we want to have. As 
a state we have to put money down to ensure that we can capture that new generation of energy and new technology 
that will support this new form of energy source. I am particularly pleased to see that the government is continuing 
on that track. During the 2021 election campaign, the McGowan government pledged that a re-elected government 
would continue to identify the use of renewable hydrogen for both energy production and storage solutions and 
identify opportunities to increase domestic wind farms and manufacturing to support the developing hydrogen 
production industry and continue to invest in the development of the hydrogen industry with further details to 
be announced.  
I will touch on the budget estimates hearings on 21 October 2021 when the very important Standing Committee on 
Estimates and Financial Operations, chaired by Hon Peter Collier, held a hearing with Minister Alannah MacTiernan 
under the portfolio of the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation. I draw to the attention of members 
that on page 10 of the transcript, Hon Alannah MacTiernan states — 

The total that has been allocated to renewable hydrogen to date is $89.5 million. 
That is a significant amount. I am sure it was the government’s commitment that WA would be a better place. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: In considering the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations’ eighty-fifth 
report, particularly the consideration of the budget estimates, not from the most recent financial year, but the one 
before that, as I mentioned last week, the government is yet to advise what is happening with section 82 notices. 
It is unbelievable that these matters can continue to be raised week in, week out, and yet no-one within government 
has the decency to provide a response. As I indicated last week, the preliminary response from government was 
that it supported the unanimous recommendation of this committee, recommendation 2, which states — 

For the occasions of non-provision of information due to legal professional privilege, commercial 
sensitivity or agency resourcing, the relevant Minister consider issuing a notice under section 82 of the 
Financial Management Act 2006. 
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The government’s response was that it supported that and that ministers would follow the requirements of section 82 
of the Financial Management Act 2006. Evidently, that has not happened. What is happening with this government? 
Section 82 requires it to provide a notice. This committee has politely drawn to its attention that the ministers 
should consider issuing a notice. The government supports that, but then does nothing about it. This is not the first 
time we have considered this report. Hon Pierre Yang has shown a great deal of interest in this matter, having spoken 
just moments ago. Shortly, the Committee of the Whole House will have considered this report for some two hours 
over a number of dates, going back to April this year. We are now in October, shortly to be in November, yet nothing 
is happening from this government, such is its contempt for the law of Western Australia. The law requires the 
government to do this. It has been drawn to its attention on multiple occasions and it shows a flagrant disregard 
for it. Will there be a response from the government on this matter? Will somebody tell us whether the ministers have 
considered issuing a section 82 notice? Have they issued it? Are they still intending to do it? Has there been an 
oversight? Have the ministers simply forgotten it because they have been dealing with other so-called priorities? 
Whatever the reason, it needs to be provided. There is no point in this committee making a recommendation 
like this and the government indicating that it supports it, but then it is never implemented. That would make 
a farce, a mockery, of the entire committee process and, more importantly in this instance, the state of the law in 
Western Australia. 

We will run out of time to discuss this today. In six minutes we will not be able to consider this matter any longer. 
The next time this matter comes up, the government ought to be well prepared and well briefed to respond to these 
recommendations, but, more importantly, there will be opportunities later today and tomorrow in formal business 
under ministerial statements to get on the record exactly what is happening with this matter. As Hon Pierre Yang 
has drawn to our attention, what this report also does, quite apart from highlighting that it appears on the face of it 
that the government has broken the law, the Financial Management Act, is set out a summary of all the agency 
hearings. Members will be aware that pages 17 to 28 of the report contain a substantial summary of all the hearings 
that took place. I draw to members’ attention a couple of hearings in particular—first, the child protection hearing 
on 18 October 2021. A large number of matters were tackled at that hearing, but I draw a couple in particular to 
members’ attention. At the time, the whereabouts of 82 children in the care of the CEO was in question. Their 
whereabouts were unknown at some point in 2020–21. I am pleased to report that the situation has significantly 
improved in the department of child protection because of the persistent questions on this matter. It is now the case 
that on any given day, a member of Parliament can ask the government whether it is aware of the whereabouts of 
each child in the care of the CEO and whether they have been reported to police as a missing person. That simply 
was not the case prior to these questions and these revelations at various agency hearings. 

I also note that the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations set out in its summary that there 
were “stress and work conditions experienced by child protection workers”. I regret to inform the house that on 
this occasion, unlike the earlier point, the situation has worsened—so much so that child protection workers in 
Western Australia have literally marched down to the Industrial Relations Commission to see action taken on this 
matter. But, as usual with this government, those workers have been told to talk to the hand; the government is not 
interested in dealing with the stress and work conditions experienced by child protection workers. If that is not 
right, then somebody needs to get on the record precisely what the government is doing on this matter. 

I also note that there was a WA Health hearing on 19 October, the following day. It also dealt with a large range 
of matters in the health portfolio. One of them, of course, was the access to data from the SafeWA app by WA police. 
Let us not forget that the Western Australia Police Force effectively told the Premier of Western Australia that it was 
disinterested in his view as to whether it would be able to access that data or not; it simply accessed it. Extra legislation 
had to be passed through Parliament to stop that access to information. That is precisely why the opposition was 
concerned last week about the Emergency Management Amendment (Temporary COVID-19 Provisions) Bill, which 
of course has passed and will shortly become law, proclaimed by the government—because it will allow for the 
police to have extraordinary powers without any ministerial or parliamentary oversight. 

I also draw to members’ attention that on the following day, 19 October last year, the committee had a hearing with 
the Department of Transport. One of the very interesting revelations there was the sheer magnitude of the time it 
takes for people to access a driver’s licence assessment. Any member who has children of their own or concerned 
constituents will know that a learner driver has to wait an inordinate period of time to get a driver’s licence 
assessment. This was apparently a revelation to the government. Shortly after the hearing, I note that the Minister for 
Transport took some preliminary remedial action. That seems to have been dispensed with. I know that I continue 
to get a lot of complaints on this matter, but, once again, the government shows no interest in these matters that affect 
the ordinary lives of Western Australians, particularly young people, who are trying to get their driver’s licence. 

I also draw to members’ attention that some days later, on 21 October last year, we had a very interesting hearing 
with the Department of Justice. One issue we touched on in that hearing was initiatives to prevent elder abuse. I remind 
members once again that the government, particularly the unreliable, confused Attorney General, has not brought 
in the legislation that was promised more than five years ago. This particular hearing was on 21 October 2021. We 
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are now more than a year later, and still nothing has been done to prevent elder abuse—nothing whatsoever. Again, 
the government shows total disregard for its commitments to the electorate. What was also interesting in this 
hearing was we started to unpick the legal costs associated with the infamous Crawford v Quail case, which has 
cost the Western Australian taxpayer, we now know, just shy of half a million dollars. Nearly $500 000 was spent 
on that case, and the case has not ended. We know since then that Magistrate Crawford is taking the matter to the 
High Court. This is all because of the unreliable, confused Attorney General and his mismanagement of the matter. 
I remind members that it is still on the record that President Quail has accused Magistrate Crawford of evidence 
tampering and she has accused him of bullying; in the meantime, the Attorney General has done nothing about it. He 
refuses to do anything about it. Of course, he has not brought forward any of his legislation on judicial commissions. 

Consideration of report postponed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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